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Not one, but all Mankind’s Epitome. DRYDEN. 


that many of the prefent ridiculous 
modes of Drefs were originally imported 
from our fantaftic neighbours the French, 
I think the French alone are not to be 





we run into. 


The induftrious, indefatigable Britons, have long been 
culling from the various Inhabitants of the Earth, a moiety 
of their Habits and their Manners. As our Commerce 
fupplies us at home with the Productions and the Manu- 
factures of every peopled corner of the Univerfe, it alfo 
affords us an opportunity to adopt for our own ufe, and 
naturalize whatever Drefs the Genius or Climate of Fo- 
reigners may oblige them to appear in. Thus we are 
in fome meafure a Nation of Harlequins, and like 4/op’s 

Ss Jack- 








122 The PRATER. 


Jack-daw, artfully pilfer from every Community a cer- 
tain portion of their attire, which when altered and 
arranged according to our Tafte and Fancy, feems to be 
a motley compound of fingularities. To fave ourfelves 
the exnut of ftudying that fort of vefture which might 
be adapted with propricty to our own Atmofphere, we 
fuffer ourfelves to be entirely governed by the Freaks 
and Whims of other Folks. By this means, our Garb 
becomes a foolifh epitome of the Chinefe, the French, the 
Spanifh, the Perjian, the Mufcovite, and the Italian. As 
our modern fine Gentleman has a fuit for every Month 
in the Year; the Ladies have alfo their change of Habi- 
liments not only for every Month in the Year, but for 
every Hour of the Day and Night. The fame Woman 
at Noon and at Midnight differs as much from herfelf 
in outward appearance as Sunfhine from Moonlight: and 
though in her Morning defhabille the looks not altogether 
unlike the Wife of a Mandarin, fhe appears towards 
the approach of Evening, from head to foot, & sout 
contratre. 

The Stage has been confidered by fome as the Standard 
of nice tafte-th Drefs: it may, perhaps, with greater truth 
be deemed fo a few Years hence! when Foreigners have 
carried their Invention through all the Mazes of wild 
Variety, we muft then begin to look at home for a frefh 
fupply of Fafhions ; and it will, in all probability, be no 
uncommon fight hereafter, to behold the Beaux Efprits of 
Pofterity in the Toga Pretexta, or like the Roman Ge- 
nerals on our Theatre dignified with the full-bottom Wig, 
and the Bufkins, and the Be//es in the Farthingal and 
the Ruff. This is by no means a prepofterous thought, 
if we reflect on the ftrange revolutions which happen in 
the Republic of Drefs : and that the fame Garment, like 
Sir Roger de Coverley’s Coat and Doublet, may be in and 
cut a dozen times in the courfe of as many years. The 
cood People of England err more, I apprehend, by a 
mis-application or mis-ufe of the Thing they borrow, 
than by the meer AG of borrowing. The Fan, a native 
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of China, when firft introduced among our Grandmothers, 
was looked upon to be ferviceable only as a Cooler or 
Ventilator, in the fultry feafon of the year. When the 
Plains were fcorched with intolerable heat, and not a 
friendly breeze was on the wing to temper it, then, and 
then only, this Paper Machine was called in as a kind of 
artificial Zephyr to mitigate the fervor of the Skies, and 
reftore the languid fainting Nymph to eafe. But of late 
years how has this laudable purpofe been perverted. In 
the midft of December-fnows, when the hardieft Ruitic 
fhudders at the Blaft of Boreas, the hoary Matron, and 
the delicate Virgin wave their Fans with as much impe- 
tuofity, as if they were melting in the Dog-Days. In 
fhort it is now dwindled into a Toy, a meer Plaything. 
During the Reign of my Predecefflor the Specraror, a 
regular Exercife was inftituted for it. Several Movements 
have fince been found out, by which particular paffions 
are typically reprefented. ‘Thus the genteel Flirt is ex- 
preflive of Indifference or Contempt. The beating a 
Tattoo on one hand, holding the Fan at the fame time 
like a Drum-ftick in the cther, denotes a violent Flut- 
teration, and generally is the fore-runner of an open 
Rupture in the friendfhip of the Parties concerned. The 
dropping a Fan in the way of a pretty Fellow, is a cour- 
teous Invitation for him to take it up, and return it to the 
fair owner, with an extempore Panegyric in heroics ; and 
if he has two grains of Common-fenfe, this accident will 
admit him to a Vifit; that Vifit will introduce mutual 
Affection on both fides, and then comes Matrimony or 
fomething equally agreeable. The Muff likewife 
as worn at prefent in this Metropolis, is moft egrezioufly 
abufed, ‘“ A Muff,” fays a learned Lexicographer, “ is a 
‘cafe of Fur to put the Hands in, in cold Weather.” 
This very probably is the ufe to which it has always been 
applied by the aboriginal Wearers of it in this Kingdom. 
But as we Moderns abhor a fervile fubmiffion to the an- 
cient Ufage, it is now like the Sword and Solitaire, a fa- 
fhionable appendage only to the Drefs of a Gentleman, 
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and of fo little convenience to the Proprietor of it, that its 
enormous fize perplexes and encumbers him prodigiou/ly. 
Nay, I faw in the Side-box at Drury-Lane laft Winter 
a certain Gentleman of Tafte, fupporting with infinite 
difficulty a huge Bear-fkin, rolled into the figure of a 
Muff. The aperture of which feemed to be more com- 
modioufly fitted for the reception of his whole Body, than 
thofe delicate little fingers which painfully bore it up. 
And really I don’t fee the reafon why Petit Maitres 
fhould not fometimes creep into it: their feeble Limbs 
would certainly be very much cherifhed by it, and it 
would defend them on all fides from their irreconcileable 
enemy — a frofty air. I have often thought it would 
not only prove extremely beneficial to thefe effeminate 
Animals, but to all who have any connexion with them, 
to affemble towards the Exit of Autumn, and to decamp 
with the Swallows at a certain day into warmer Quarters 
and Climates, better fuited to the conftruction of their 
Frame. They may, if they pleafe, entitle themfelves, 
Beaus of Paffage. After they have .performed a regular 
Tour through Egypt, Prefler Fobn’s Country and Yamaica, 
the month of May will, perhaps, entice them to revifit 
their native Soil. 

By tranfmigration in this manner they will reap various 
advantages; they will, in fome degree, inure their debi- 
litated Bodies to hardfhips and viciffitudes: they will 
improve their tafte in Drefs, and heighten their relith for 
Vice and Folly. Nor will they have it in their power, 
in that part of the Year when every true-born Engl/hman 
is abforbed in Spleen, to exafperate the Malady by their 
impertinent intolerable Fopperies. 

I might, in this manner, expatiate on every fpecies of 
Drefs, and difcover, perhaps, abufe of it in jundry fhapes. 
I might proceed to the Hoop, than which no particle of 
the Female Pariphernalia has been more varied from. its 
firft defign. But thefe Matters I intend to difcufs at 
large in a future Paper, and fhall therefore only amufe 
my Readers at prefent with a Letter which I lately re- 
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ceived from a Country Gentleman, becaufe it partly relates 


to the abovementioned important appendage to the Charms 
of a fine Lady. 


To Nicnoxas Bassie, Efq; 
SIR, 

I refide on my paternal Eftate, within the boundaries of 
which I fhould have continued till my dying day, had not 
my Daughter Nancy's approaching marriage, and the death 
of a near Relation in Town hurried me away. I was com- 
miffioned by Nancy and our Parfon’s Wife, to buy a parcel 
of Silks, and other materials for them againft the nuptial 
Ball. The very day after my arrival in your great Metro- 
polis, I had fcarce quitted the Inn with my Pockets amply 
furnifhed for a Purchafe, but I efpied on the other fide of 
the way, what I conceived to be an itinerant Mercer’s Shop, 
borne along by two brawny Fellows, much like our Scotch 
Pedlars. This Vehicle had glafs windows, and the infide 
appeared to be filled with one large Piece of Silk; for Sale 
i imagined. I took a fancy to the Pattern, and croffed over 
and afked a Man, who marched before, and whom I fup- 
pofed the Mafter of the Shop, the very loweft Price of that 
filken Ware I faw in his Shop-Window, and told him if he 
would come down to any thing reafonable, I would take the 
whole piece. He ftared me full in the face, and without 
any other reply than five or fix oaths, ftruck me fuch a blow 
on the Crown of my Head, that I fhall carry a Teftimonial 
of it to my Grave. It was fome time before I recovered my 
fenfes perfectly, and then found myfelf in an Apothecary’s 
Shop. Mr. Leech very tenderly afked me, ‘ how I did,” 
affured me it was the moft dangerous contufion that ever 
came under his Hands; that if I did not take particular care, 
the Fracture being tituated between the Os Frontis and the 
Os Occipitis, might produce a violent Hemorrhoid, and mor- 
tally affect the Cerebrum ; and, continued he, in pity to your 
misfortune, I will not demand any thing for my trouble and 
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care during your Paroxy/m, but: only charge ‘the moderate 
Sum of Five Pounds for the Auvfum potabile draught I gave 
you, which, as I am ready to demonftrate before the Col- 
lege of Phyficians, has preferved your Life. The Surprize 
which this Speech occafioned, made me almoft relapfe into a 
fecond Trance, and it was confiderably increafed, when, on 
examining my Pockets, I found they were quite empty. But 
what gave me moft uneafinefs was, the lofs of a Silver Watch, 
the gift of my Grandmother, jwhich had been in the Family 
threef{core years and upwards; of which. I was deprived I 
{uppofe by the fame conveyance. I railed vehemently at the 
Doctor for my own. irreparable misfortune, and his exor- 
bitant demands ; but, after much fquabling on both fides, he 
threaten’d me with a Conftable, and Fear then prevail’d on 
me to compromife the affair with him for four Guineas, 
which I caufed my Landlord atthe Inn to pay for me. 
This Difafter made me return home with all poffible expe- 
dition. I am now, thank Gon}, fafe in my Elbow Chair 
again, and in tolerable Health; excepting only a flight pain 
in my Head now and then; and though I cannot but regret 
the lofs of my Cafh, yet it is no {mall confolation to me, 
that I have not loft my Life into the Bargain. 

Our Parfon laughed heartily at my ftory, and told me 
the Itinerant Shop, as I thought it, was a Sedan; and the 
large bundle of Silk it feemed to be furnifned with, nothing 
but the apparel of fome Lady, who, though invifible to my 
Eyes, was feated in the Vehicle, intrenched between two 
Mountains of Whalebore and Mercery Ware. 


Iam, SIR, 


Your humble Servant, 


t. W. 



































